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SchEdulE at a glancE

Thursday, June 22 Friday, June 23 Saturday, June 24

8:00am
Registration Table Open
R.G.Brown Theatre Lobby

8:30am
Registration Table Open
R.G.Brown Theatre Lobby Bridging the Urban–Rural 

Divide: a Conversation, 
Continued 

R.G.Brown Theatre

9:00am
Bridging the Urban–Rural 

Divide: a Conversation 
R.G.Brown Theatre

9:30am

10:00am

10:30am
Concurrent Sessions

Aural M. Umhoefer Building
11:00am

Registration Table Open 
R.G.Brown Theatre Lobby

Mini-Workshops  
and Lunch  

Aural M. Umhoefer Building
& Lange Center Cafeteria

11:30am

12:00pm

12:30pm Lunch on your own  
in Baraboo1:00pm

Conference Opening
Will Allen Keynote 
R.G.Brown Theatre

1:30pm

2:00pm

Conference Closing 
Peter Forbes Keynote

R.G.Brown Theatre

2:30pm

3:00pm
Concurrent Sessions 

Aural M. Umhoefer Building3:30pm

4:00pm

4:30pm

5:00pm

Evening Reception &
Remembering Nina  

Leopold Bradley
Leopold Center 

Banquet Dinner 
Ho-Chunk Gaming 5:30pm

6:00pm

6:30pm

7:00pm

Special Event
Survivorman Live 
Ho-Chunk Gaming

7:30pm

8:00pm

8:30pm
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The R.G.Brown Theatre, Aural M. Umhoefer Building, and Lange Center are located on the UW–Baraboo/Sauk County campus. 

“Nothing so important as an ethic is ever ‘written.’ 
It evolves in the minds of a thinking community.” 

–Aldo Leopold 
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WElcomE! KEynotE SpEaKErS 

Welcome to the second biennial Building a Land Ethic Conference! Whether this is your first conference or one of 
many, it’s your participation and insights that will make this program truly special, so thank you for joining us. 

The Aldo Leopold Foundation’s mission is focused on advancing Leopold’s land ethic in modern society. The idea 
for this conference grew out of the knowledge that we simply cannot do that alone. The dedicated work of people 
just like you is absolutely critical to advancing care for people, land, and communities all over the country and even 
the world. We created this gathering to make a space for collective learning, insights, and inspiration among what 
Leopold might have called a “thinking community.”

The 2017 conference theme is Bridging the Urban–Rural Divide. We have entered what many are calling one of 
the most divisive chapters in American society and politics in recent history. We hope that the conference program 
will spark conversations and ideas about how we can move away from polarization and together, find new ways to 
seek common ground. These next few days are designed to renew our courage, build our strength, and deepen our 
commitment to conservation and each other. Enjoy.  

        Sincerely,

        Jennifer Kobylecky
        Director of Education 
        Aldo Leopold Foundation  
     

Will Allen            Thursday 1:00pm
Growing Power, Inc.

Will Allen is the founder and CEO of Growing Power Inc., a national nonprofit 
organization and land trust established in 1995 to support people from diverse 
backgrounds and the environments in which they live by helping to provide 
equal access to healthy, high-quality, safe, and affordable food for people in 
all communities. Allen is recognized as a preeminent practitioner of urban 
agriculture in America and throughout the world and has been an innovator in 
methods of composting, vermicomposting, and aquaponics. In 2008, Allen was 
awarded the John D. and Katherine T. McArthur Foundation “Genius Grant” 
and named a McArthur Fellow—only the second farmer ever to be so honored.

Peter Forbes                   Saturday 2:00pm
Knoll Farm 

Peter Forbes is a writer, consultant, and cross-cultural facilitator specializing 
in “making allies” between people with different life experiences who need to 
understand history, build trust, and make agreements in order to do their best 
work together. In 2001, Forbes co-founded the Center for Whole Communities 
to offer innovative training in leadership development that fosters inclusive 
communities that are strongly rooted in place, where all people—regardless of 
income, race, or background—have access to and a healthy relationship with 
the natural world. Forbes is also a lifelong conservationist, practicing what he 
preaches on his family’s organic berry and sheep farm in Vermont.

Survivorman Les Stroud              Friday 7:00pm
TV Personality and Musician 

Les Stroud is a musician, author, filmmaker, activist, television star, and 
longtime Aldo Leopold fan. Best known as the Canadian Screen Award winning 
creator, producer, and star of the hit TV series Survivorman, Stroud is also 
an accomplished guitar and harmonica player who uses his music to connect 
listeners to the natural world. Stroud is a member of the prestigious Explorers 
Club, has received Fellow (highest rank) of the Royal Canadian Geographic 
Society, is an advanced survival trainer for the Canadian Military Armed Forces, 
sits on the board of advisors for the Sea Shepherd Conservation Organization, 
and is an ambassador for Shelterbox. 
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Get Social!
 

Include the hashtag #LeopoldConference with 
your posts on social media and tag the Aldo Leopold 
Foundation’s pages to let us know what you think.

You can also like and follow our official pages to see 
photos, quotes, and other content from the conference 

that we’ll be sharing online this week and stay 
connected with us after you leave.

@AldoLeopoldFoundation

@AldoLeopoldFdn

@leopoldfoundation 



Friday panEliStS Saturday panEliStS 

Nancy DeLong leads the Sand County Foundation’s soil and water conservation 
program. Previously, she served as interim executive director of the Conservation 
Technology Information Center following a career with DuPont Pioneer as Global 
Director of Sustainable Agriculture Systems. Her work has focused on helping farmers 
and ranchers improve their livelihoods while being the best stewards of natural resources. 
She serves on the Conservation Technology Information Center board of directors, the 
H.A. Wallace Endowed Chair Advisory Committee, and the National Cover Crop and 
Soil Health Working Group. She has a Bachelor of Science from the University of Iowa 
and a Master of Science from the University of Nebraska–Omaha.

Steve Laubach is an outreach specialist and a lead grant writer for the University of 
Wisconsin–Madison Earth Partnership program. He holds an M.S. and a Ph.D. from 
the University of Wisconsin–Madison. From 2000-2007, Laubach taught biology and 
environmental studies at Aldo Leopold’s high school alma mater, the Lawrenceville 
School in New Jersey. Steve is the author of Living a Land Ethic: A History of Cooperative 
Conservation on the Leopold Memorial Reserve, which highlights private landowner 
efforts to conserve the landscape around Aldo Leopold’s Shack. Steve’s work emphasizes 
watershed health and historical perspectives through efforts to enhance biodiversity, 
reduce nutrient inputs to waterways, and restore communities. He will return to 
Lawrenceville in Fall 2017.

Panel moderator Stan Temple is the Beers-Bascom Professor Emeritus in Conservation 
in the Department of Forest and Wildlife Ecology at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. For 32 years he held the academic position once occupied by Aldo Leopold. He 
has a Ph.D. in ecology from Cornell University and currently serves as a Senior Fellow 
with the Aldo Leopold Foundation. He has received major conservation awards from 
the Society for Conservation Biology, The Wildlife Society, and the Wisconsin Society 
for Ornithology, among others.  He has been President of the Society for Conservation 
Biology and Chairman of the Board of The Nature Conservancy in Wisconsin, and has 
authored over 300 publications on ecology and conservation.

Panel moderator Curt Meine is a conservation biologist, historian, and writer perhaps 
best known as Leopold’s biographer. He received his bachelor’s degree in English and 
History from DePaul University in Chicago and his graduate degrees in Land Resources 
from the Nelson Institute for Environmental Studies at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. He is Adjunct Associate Professor in the Department of Forest and Wildlife 
Ecology at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and serves as Senior Fellow for the 
Aldo Leopold Foundation and the Center for Humans and Nature. Meine is a recipient 
of the Bay Foundation’s Biodiversity Leadership Award and the Quivira Coalition’s 
Outstanding Conservation Leadership Award.
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Mary Berry, Executive Director of The Berry Center, and her brother, Den Berry, 
were raised by their parents, Wendell and Tanya Berry, on a small farm in Kentucky. She 
attended Henry County public schools and graduated from the University of Kentucky 
in 1981, returning home to make her living as a farmer. She started out in dairy farming, 
grew Burley tobacco, and later diversified to organic vegetables, pastured poultry, and 
grassfed beef. Mary’s grandfather John Berry, Sr. was a staunch advocate for small farmers 
and land conserving economies. His sons Wendell and John Jr. continued that work, and 
in 2011 the Berry Center was founded to continue the Berry family’s legacy. The Center’s 
programs focus on the need for healthy and sustainable agriculture in this country.

Jay Salinas is an artist, farmer, educator, and co-founder of the Wormfarm Institute, 
a nationally recognized nonprofit whose mission is to integrate culture and agriculture. 
Wormfarm creates a range of community cultural events like Fermentation Fest & the 
Farm/Art DTour and hosts an artist residency on a working organic farm. Trained as a 
sculptor, Jay has developed and implemented successful art curricula, taught innovative 
farming techniques to farmers across the nation, and worked with growers with diverse 
backgrounds and abilities to build sustainable food systems. Born in and raised near 
Chicago, Jay holds a BFA from University of Illinois, Champaign–Urbana and an MFA 
from the University of Cincinnati.

Michael Howard is the founder and executive director of Fuller Park Community 
Development in Chicago. In 1997, Michael led efforts to clean up an illegal dump 
site in the neighborhood, where volunteers removed over 200 tons of trash that stood 
two stories high. Today, the site has become Eden Place Nature Center, engaging 
young people in outdoor recreation, urban agriculture, and job training. In May 2004, 
Eden Place was honored by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and Chicago 
Wilderness with the Conservation and Native Landscaping Award. Eden Place was also 
featured in the PBS documentary “Edens Lost & Found” about organizations working 
to improve the quality of life and public health by encouraging community and civic 
engagement through the restoration of their urban ecosystems.

Eduardo Santana Castellón is a wildlife biologist at the University of Guadalajara 
(PhD University of Wisconsin–Madison). He has worked for 35 years in bird monitoring 
and conservation in Mexico, the USA, Central America, and the Caribbean. He helped 
create the Sierra de Manantlán Biosphere Reserve, the Ayuquila River intermunicipal 
watershed governance mechanism, and most recently, the Guadalajara Museum of 
Environmental Sciences. He has served on the governing boards of the Society for 
Conservation Biology, the Association for Tropical Biology and Conservation, and 
the Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. He has published over 100 articles and book 
chapters. He and his colleagues have received numerous national and international 
awards and recognitions.
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Looking for a ride? Willing 
to give one? Meet at the 
orange star to carpool to  

off-campus events. 
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11:00am–1:00pm 
Registration Table Open–R.G. Brown Theatre Lobby 

1:00pm–2:30pm 
Conference Opening–R.G. Brown Theatre

The conference officially begins with opening remarks from Aldo Leopold 
Foundation Director of Education Jennifer Kobylecky and Aldo Leopold’s 
great-grandson Jed Meunier. The conference theme of Bridging the Urban–
Rural Divide will be introduced, and we will welcome Will Allen to give the 
first keynote address. 

Keynote Speaker: Will Allen 
See page 4 for more information. 

3:00pm–4:45pm 
Concurrent Session Presentations–Aural M. Umhoefer Building 
All concurrent session presentations begin at 3:00pm. End times vary with the type of session. Presentation 
descriptions can be found on the following pages. Ninety-minute hands-on presentations are listed first, 
followed by traditional 45-minute presentations and bright spots. 

Presentation Formats

Hands-on Presentations (90 minutes) allow 
time for demonstrations, activities, discussion, 
and deeper exploration of a topic or theme. 

Traditional Presentations (45 minutes) focus on 
a single topic or program, and typically include a 
talk followed by a short discussion.

Bright Spots Presentations (10 minutes) 
highlight specific programs, activities, and 
accomplishments. Three sessions are presented 
back to back during one 45-minute time block, 
with time for audience questions at the end.

The Art of Leopold 

Creating an Inclusive Land Ethic

Engaging Thinking Communities

Land Ethic Higher Education

Land Ethic Youth Education

The Science of Leopold

Working Toward Land Health 

Concurrent Session Themes
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3:00–3:15 3:15–3:30 3:30–3:45 3:45–4:00 4:00–4:15 4:15–4:30 4:30–4:45

Communicating Beyond the Choir
Room A-130

Digital Awareness: Incorporating Technology to Enhance Nature Awareness
Room A-238

Environmental Ethics 101
Room A-218

Writing Your Own “Sand County Almanac”
Room A-127

Teaching Leopold Across the  
Urban–Rural Divide

Room A-169

Biotic Voice and Visibility in Education 
through Dialogue (Part 1)

Room A-169

The Ecology of a Parking Lot: Exploring 
Ecological Resilience in Built Environments

Room A-254

Engaging Book Clubs as  
Thinking Communities 

Room A-254

Extending the Land Ethic Outside the  
College Classroom: A Workshop 

Room A-255

Land Use and Vegetation Change  
Around the Leopold Shack

Room A-167

Restoring a Tropical Forest in Costa Rica
Room A-167

One Garden at a Time
Room A-241

The Writer’s Craft: Aldo Leopold’s Use of  
History and Storytelling

Room A-241

Open Space Stewardship Plan–A Land Ethics 
Based Management Strategy 

Room A-255

Bright Spot Presentations 
Room A-253

1. Interfaces: LEP and the Relation of  
People to Each Other 

2. Lessons from Leopold’s Education  

3. Tomorrow’s Town, Certifying  
Your Community Today

Bright Spot Presentations 
Room A-253

1. Retaining Female Hunters in Wisconsin 

2. The Land Ethic at the Core of 
Environmental Science Teaching 

3. Chicago Leopold: City Forests and a 
College Classroom Land Ethic



The Land Ethic - Toward Common Ground 
Hands-on Presentations (3:00–4:30pm)

Communicating Beyond the Choir 
3:00–4:30pm, Room A-130
How do we communicate in a meaningful and 
constructive way with someone who doesn’t share 
our values? As conservation professionals, we often 
communicate with people whose attitude toward the 
land differs from our own. Join a roundtable discussion 
on communicating, and listening, across the divide. 
Presenters: Sarah Warner, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; 
Doreen Pfost, Author

Digital Awareness: Incorporating Technology  
to Enhance Nature Awareness 
3:00–4:30pm, Room A-238
This presentation will focus on how digital tools allow 
people to develop a land ethic through close observation 
and scientific storytelling. Attendees will develop an 
understanding of how weather instruments, thermal 
imagers, and digital field microscopes are able to 
contribute to local citizen science monitoring in new 
ways.  Presenters: Marc Nutter and Justin Hougham, 
Upham Woods Outdoor Learning Center

Environmental Ethics 101
3:00–4:30pm, Room A-218
The scientist Aldo Leopold went beyond “pure science” 
to speculate about the value of nature and appropriate 
human–nature relationships. Ethicists find Leopold’s 
ideas inspiring, proposing various interpretations. Two 
philosophers and a historian will discuss Leopold’s 
contributions to environmental ethics and show how 
ethical concepts can enrich our reading of Leopold. 
Presenters: Curt Meine, Aldo Leopold Foundation; Bryan 
Norton, Georgia Institute of Technology; Bill Schneider, 
University of Wisconsin - Waukesha

Writing Your Own “Sand County Almanac”
3:00–4:30pm, Room A-127
How can we inspire others through our written words 
to improve land health and be an advocate for natural 
areas? Writer and naturalist Cindy Crosby will offer 
concrete ideas to help you to develop and share your 
writing more effectively–whether it be through books, 
blogging, newsletters, or social media. Presenter: Cindy 
Crosby, Friends of Nachusa Grasslands

Traditional Presentations (3:00–3:45pm)

Teaching Leopold Across the Urban–Rural Divide
3:00–3:45pm, Room A-169
All education is about conversion–a deep change of 
mind and heart that transforms the way one lives one’s 
life. These two presentations take up the challenge 
of teaching Leopold with ecological conversion in 
view.  The first suggests using contemplative practices 
in teaching Leopold and the second explores how 
Leopold’s writing enables students to grasp the holistic, 
agrarian perspective of the original authors of Genesis 
1–2. Presenters: Matt Ashley and Anselma Dolcich-Ashley, 
University of Notre Dame 

The Ecology of a Parking Lot: Exploring Ecological 
Resilience in Built Environments
3:00–3:45pm, Room A-254
Aldo Leopold’s “Land Ethic” offers useful insights as 
to ways for Homo sapiens to achieve both ecological 
awareness and an ecological conscience, which to 
Leopold, are prerequisites for a land ethic. Selected 
quotes from Leopold’s influential piece will be 
explored in this session to demonstrate its relevancy to 
environmental issues today. Presenter: Deborah Williams, 
Johnson County Community College

Extending the Land Ethic Outside the  
College Classroom: A Workshop 
3:00–3:45pm, Room A-255
In this presentation, we will share ideas for how to 
engage Leopold’s land ethic in the college classroom. 
First, we will share our own approaches to incorporating 
the land ethic in our courses. Then there will be an 
extended discussion so others can share their own 
experiences, struggles, and successes. Presenters: Christine 
Darr, Abbylynn Helgevold, and Jessica Schreyer, University 
of Dubuque
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Restoring a Tropical Forest in Costa Rica
3:00–3:45pm, Room A-167
A presentation on restoring a wet tropical forest in 
southwestern Costa Rica from 1992 to 2008. Project 
was initiated by Carl and Lynn Leopold, among others. 
Presenter: Lynn Leopold, Tropical Forestry Initiative

The Writer’s Craft: Aldo Leopold’s  
Use of History and Storytelling
3:00–3:45, Room A-241
In many ways, Aldo Leopold helped lay the foundation 
for the discipline now known as environmental history. 
As a skilled writer, Leopold effectively employed a 
historical narrative when introducing ecological ideas to 
readers. He also understood the importance of historical 
research in advancing the study of the environment. 
Presenter: Matt Blessing, Wisconsin Historical Society 

Bright Spots (3:00–3:45pm)
Room A-253

1. Interfaces: The Leopold Education Project  
and the Relation of People to Each Other
Future Talk has new projects that address the theme of 
our conference: a Leopold bench project in support of 
Pid Medical Centre (Blanchard, Haiti), a University 
of Dubuque food stand research study, and a multi-
year art project that uses Chicago’s muralists to inform 
work on our own murals in Dubuque. Presenter: Dana 
Livingston, Loras College & Multicultural Family Center

2. Lessons from Leopold’s Education 
One place to bridge gaps between urban and rural 
communities is in their schools. The curriculum that 
Aldo Leopold studied in his high school education has 
lessons that contemporary educators can use in their 
curricula for environmental education in communities 
of every kind. Presenter: Henry St. Maurice, University of 
Wisconsin - Stevens Point

3. Tomorrow’s Town, Certifying  
Your Community Today 
How can you motivate your community to unite behind 
ecologic engagement? Take the certification challenge, 
and your community will chart a clear path to greater 
health, resilience, livability, and green economic 
development. Don’t miss the session that will leave you 
seeing your neighborhood, town, or city in a new light. 
Presenter: Elaine Eisenbraun, Tomorrow’s Water

Traditional Presentations (4:00–4:45pm)

Biotic Voice and Visibility in Education  
through Dialogue (Part 1)
4:00–4:45, Room A-169
Drawing from the work of Wendell Berry, bell hooks, 
and Aldo Leopold, the presenter will provide a 
theoretical rationale for giving attention to the voice 
and visibility of land in human dialogue in ways that 
enhance meaning and ensure relevance in today’s 
classroom. This first session provides the foundation 
for an experiential component offered in session two 
(Going Barefoot), inviting participants to a hands-
on, ninety-minute dialogue, sharing from their own 
landscape histories and patterns of engagement across 
difference. Presenter: David Dorsey, Oberlin College 

Engaging Book Clubs as  
Thinking Communities  
4:00–4:45, Room A-254
How can educators make the land ethic a personal 
experience, and foster deeper discussions across many 
sectors of American society? A powerful method, 
recently noted in new cognitive research, is the novel. 
Susan Feathers will describe her experience engaging 
book clubs with land ethic themes. Presenter: Susan 
Feathers, Author

Land Use and Vegetation Change  
Around the Aldo Leopold Shack
4:00–4:45pm, Room A-167
You have visited the Leopold Shack. Now hear, through 
the words and studies of those who explored, lived and 
researched in the area, the story of the land use and 
vegetational history of the land around the Leopold 
Shack from before the time of Leopold to the present 
time. Presenter: Konrad Liegel

One Garden at a Time
4:00–4:45, Room A-241
One Garden at a Time combines ecology, horticulture, 
and land ethics to reconnect gardeners with the natural 
environment. In doing so, each garden provides refuge 
for species threatened by habitat loss. One garden 
at a time will make a national impact, as all gardens 
contribute a restorative piece to Leopold’s community. 
Presenter: Bonnie Harper-Lore 
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Open Space Stewardship Plan–A Land  
Ethics Based Management Strategy
4:00–4:45, Room A-255
Westminster, CO started the state’s second municipal 
open space program in the 1980s with a goal of 
preserving 15% of the city’s land mass. 30 years later, 
that goal has been achieved with over 3,000 acres 
preserved. In 2014, the Open Space Stewardship Plan 
was developed to provide best practices for achieving an 
extraordinary open space system based on the land ethic 
philosophy. Presenter: Rod Larsen, Open Space Division 

Bright Spots (4:00–4:45pm)
Room A-253

1. Retaining Female Hunters in Wisconsin
Hunters are the traditional stakeholders of wildlife 
resources, but the numbers and demographics of 
hunters have begun to change over the last 30 years. 
Promoting the increasing participation of non-
traditional hunters like women, novice adults, and 
minorities will help hunting stay relevant for the future 
of wildlife conservation. Presenter: Emily Iehl, University 
of Wisconsin - Madison 

2. The Land Ethic at the Core of  
Environmental Science Teaching
Exploring the essence of Leopold’s “Land Ethic” in 
the Environmental Science/Sustainability university 
curriculum has never been more important than today 
in 2017. Strategies for integrating that ethic through 
group discussions, personal reflection, film viewing, and 
field trip opportunities will be discussed. Presenter: Alan 
Capelle, Marian University/Madison College

3. Chicago Leopold: City Forests and  
a College Classroom Land Ethic
At Roosevelt University in Chicago, Leopold’s writings 
help me and my students connect the urban and the 
rural, environmentalism and conservation, and science 
and mystery. I’ll discuss sustainability at Roosevelt 
University and how Leopold helps keep us humble 
about what science can accomplish. Presenter: Dan 
Cryer, Roosevelt University
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Join us for an informal evening of fun and fellowship at 
the Leopold Center. Enjoy refreshments and heavy hors 
d’oeuvres as you explore historic photographs and artifacts 
in the exhibit hall, go for a hike on the trails, visit displays 
by guest exhibitors, or take a hay ride to the Leopold 
Shack. Later in the evening, join Leopold family members 
as they honor the 100th birthday of Nina Leopold 
Bradley. See next page for more information.

5:00–7:30pm
Open House Reception 

    
7:30–8:15pm

Remembering Nina Leopold Bradley
with Estella Leopold, Trish Stevenson, and Caryl Leopold 

8:15–8:45pm
Optional Future Leaders Center Tour

5:00pm–8:30pm 
Evening Reception–Aldo Leopold Legacy Center 

Open House Exhibitors 
Author Cindy Crosby
Forest Stewards Guild 
Author Geri Schrab

Good Oak Ecological Services 
International Crane Foundation 

International Wolf Center
Leopold Landscape Alliance 

Author Pete Heard

Directions to the Leopold Center (E13701 Levee Road) from UW–Baraboo/Sauk County (20 minute drive): Turn right onto Connie Rd/
Fox Hill Rd. After 3 miles, turn right onto N Reedsburg Rd. At the intersection with Co Rd A, continue straight onto Co Rd U. After 3 
miles, turn left onto Co Rd T. After 1.5 miles, turn right onto Levee Rd/Rustic Rd #49. The Leopold Center is on your right in two miles. 

Visit all the exhibitor 
tables to be entered to 
win a Leopold Pines 
Edition of A Sand County 
Almanac, printed on 
paper made from pines 
the family planted at the 
Shack in the 1930s and 
40s! ($500 value)
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Remembering Nina Leopold Bradley
Born on August 4, 1917, Nina Leopold Bradley was 
the eldest daughter of Aldo and Estella Leopold. Nina 
and her second husband Charles Bradley built the 
Bradley Study Center on the Leopold Reserve in 1976 
to serve as a hub for ecological restoration and research 
conducted by fellows in cooperation with the Sand 
County Foundation and the University of Wisconsin. 

Nina was the senior author of a 1999 study published 
in the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 
that analyzed decades of phenological records that 
she and her family kept on the property. The findings 
provided early evidence that climate change was 
affecting the region and its native ecosystems. 

Deeply connected to the Leopold Shack and Farm, the work of Nina and Charles was instrumental in 
establishing the Aldo Leopold Foundation. It was Nina’s vision that served as the driving force in the design, 
construction, and fundraising for the Leopold Center, built in 2007. Nina died at age 93 at her home in 
Baraboo in May 2011. She is remembered as a scientist, conservationist, philosopher, and humanitarian by 
an international community of colleagues.

The Future Leaders Campaign 
Among Nina Leopold Bradley’s most cherished efforts was a program she and her husband helped create 
over forty years ago–a fellows program designed to mimic her own experience getting to know and restore 
land. Today, this legacy continues to grow as the Aldo Leopold Foundation invests in expanding the Future 
Leaders Program. 

Think of how transformative the time spent at and around the Shack was for Nina and her siblings. The 
expansion of our Future Leaders Program provides a similar experience to even more young conservationists, 
giving them a wide range of educational 
opportunities to develop and apply hands-on 
knowledge in the field.

One key component of the campaign–the Future 
Leaders Center–will be a hub where conservationists 
at different stages in their careers will receive life-
changing learning experiences framed by Leopold’s 
call for a land ethic. With over $3.6 million secured 
toward this program, we are well on our way toward 
reaching our overall goal of $5 million. To learn 
more and support the campaign, please visit  
www.aldoleopold.org/flc



8:30am–9:00am
Registration Table Open–R.G. Brown Theatre Lobby 

9:00am–10:30am 
Bridging the Urban-Rural Divide: a Conversation–R.G. Brown Theatre

Water both connects and divides rural and urban communities. It’s a shared 
resource that sustains lives and livelihoods. Yet it has increasingly become a 
point of contention between upstream and downstream water users within 
watersheds. Stan Temple will introduce the session by sharing some of 
Leopold’s insights on water and watersheds. Nancy DeLong will discuss 
how economics can cause and potentially solve rural-urban conflicts in the 
Midwestern watersheds. Eduardo Santana will review how watershed-based 
education at a regional museum is bringing rural and urban communities 
together in Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico. Steve Laubach will discuss the 
importance of a shared water ethic in bridging urban-rural challenges within 
watersheds. Stan Temple will moderate a follow-up group discussion.

 
Panelists: Eduardo Santana Castellón, Nancy DeLong, Steve Laubach
Moderator: Stan Temple
See page 5 for more information. 

11:00am–4:00pm
Workshops–Aural M. Umhoefer Building 
Lunch–Lange Center Cafeteria 
Pre-registration was required for these workshops. If you signed up for a 4-hour workshop, your lunch will be 
served at 11:00am and your workshop will start at 12:00pm. If you signed up for two 2-hour workshops, your 
first workshop will take place from 11:00am-1:00pm, your lunch will be served at 1:00pm, and your second 
workshop will take place from 2:00-4:00pm. Workshop descriptions and room assignments can be found on the 
following pages. 

Friday, JunE 23
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4-hour Workshops (12:00–4:00pm)
Lunch is from 11:00am–12:00pm 

Mini Land Ethic Leaders Workshop 
12:00–4:00pm, Room A-001
The Aldo Leopold Foundation’s Land Ethic Leaders 
program prepares participants to connect wider 
audiences to Leopold’s land ethic, and helps them 
deepen their own understanding of this idea. This 
workshop is an adaptation of our full two day 
program, which uses Leopold’s own teaching method 
of “observe, participate, reflect” to help us build a 
deeper understanding and appreciation of our own 
environmental views and values as well as those that 
differ. Workshop participants will come away with 
new relationships, tools, ideas, and facilitation skills 
for articulating their vision, bringing their values into 
action, and inspiring others to do the same. Presenters: 
Aldo Leopold Foundation Staff

A Sand County Saunter: Walking Wildly  
with Leopold and Thoreau 
12:00–4:00pm, Room A-127
Aldo Leopold begins A Sand County Almanac with 
a walk. He follows the trail of a skunk roused from 
hibernation and hitched to a star. Around a hundred 
years before Leopold followed that skunk, Thoreau’s 
“Walking” essay foreshadowed Leopold’s ethical vision. 
Freedom and wildness are found by a particular way of 
walking that Thoreau refers to as sauntering. Sauntering 
is not walking for exercise or to reach a destination, 
neither is it aimless. Like a skunk hitched to a star, it 
has intention and direction, but the destination remains 
mysterious and the possibilities, infinite. This workshop 
will explore Sauntering as a way to learn, teach, and 
embrace nature in the spirit of Leopold and Thoreau. 
The registration cost will include a copy of “A Pocket 
Guide to Sauntering.” Presenter: Jack Phillips, Loess Hills 
Nature School

What’s Your Story? Place-based Nature  
Writing and Conservation Advocacy
12:00–4:00pm, Meet in the Umhoefer Commons
Place and personal story are the spark and fuel for 
evocative conservation communication. How do we find 
the inspiration in the nature of our own home places 
to effectively transform words into poems, essays, and 

move beyond beautiful literature to action? We’ll sit in 
the shadow of the Shack to learn fun and innovative 
writing techniques for composing essays, free form verse 
and even social media messaging. Join Drew Lanham, 
author of the award winning memoir, “The Home 
Place” for a 4 hour interactive nature writing workshop. 
Participants should bring writing tools (electronic or 
paper) and be prepared to share their work with one 
another and the world. Presenter: J. Drew Lanham, 
Clemson University

Witnessing the Urban–Rural Divide 
12:00–4:00pm, Meet at A-130
Witness Tree is an ongoing community conversation 
that integrates the languages of art, science, public 
policy, and personal decision-making as part of a more 
holistic dialog that is necessary for a sustainable future. 
This workshop will share the foundational principles 
of Witness Tree and how they relate to Leopold’s Land 
Ethic, illustrate how we have brought those concepts 
to life in art and conversation, and engage participants 
in a creative conversation (that includes art-making) 
exploring the conference theme. Participants will 
produce a collaborative sculpture on campus grounds 
near the Ice Age Trail. Participants are encouraged to 
bring their own materials for hope/prayer ribbons and 
quotes related to Bridging the Urban-Rural Divide. 
Presenters: Rebecca Power and John Steins, Witness Tree

2-hour Workshops (11:00am–1:00pm)
Lunch is from 1:00–2:00pm 

Partnering and Collaborating with Diverse  
Networks to Connect Youth to Nature
11:00am–1:00pm, Room A-238
Natural Leaders are a network of young leaders 
working to increase equitable access to nature in their 
communities. They do this work both officially and as 
volunteers in various organizations all over the country 
from non-profit to government agencies. Natural Leader 
Nicole Jackson will highlight the work she’s done in 
her community to help people connect to nature in 
their backyards. This session will focus on networking, 
collaboration, and nature connection strategies in urban 
areas for educators, community leaders, and non-profits. 
Presenter: Nicole Jackson, Natural Leaders Network
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Introduction to Land Ethic Leaders
11:00am–1:00pm, Room A-241
The Aldo Leopold Foundation’s Land Ethic Leaders 
program aims to explore—through observing, 
participating, and reflecting—what it takes to advance 
the land ethic today and how we can engage thinking 
communities about issues that matter. This two-hour 
workshop will introduce participants to the program’s 
core framework and provide an opportunity for group 
exploration of environmental leadership and the 
land ethic. Presenters: Leopold Education Project State 
Coordinators Treva Breuch, Celeste Prussia, and Rob Hawk

Introduction to the Leopold Education Project
11:00am–1:00pm, Room A-010
The Leopold Education Project is an innovative, 
interdisciplinary conservation and environmental 
education curriculum for middle and high school age 
children based on the essays in A Sand County Almanac. 
Join three of our LEP State Coordinators to learn more 
about the project, our newly updated curriculum guide, 
and how it can be applied to the learners in your life. 
Workshop participants will have the opportunity to try 
out and take home sample lessons, as well as helpful tips 
and tricks from our experienced State Coordinators. 
Presenters: Leopold Education Project State Coordinators 
Marc Hirrel, Dana Livingston, and Gail Luera

Creating a Community Outdoor Education Project 
11:00am–1:00pm, Room A-218
Check out the University of Wisconsin–Baraboo/Sauk 
County campus arboretum project on the grounds 
outside the conference buildings. Now in its third year, 
this oak woodland restoration effort has involved over 
500 students. We’ll talk about the work we’ve done here, 
and Todd and Dave will help you to identify potential 
projects in your community that can act as an incubator 
for weaving green space into the fabric of more 
sustainable neighborhoods. Presenters: Todd Persche, 
Baraboo Range Preservation;  Dave Olson, University of 
Wisconsin–Baraboo/Sauk County 

2-hour Workshops (2:00–4:00pm)

Mode of Inquiry: Drawing from Direct Observation
2:00–4:00pm, Room A-241
Using a reed pen and walnut ink, participants will be 
guided in a drawing exercise, from direct observation. 
Ideas regarding “ideation through observation,” “wonder 
as a catalyst for action” and “embodied intelligence” will 
be introduced. The session will conclude with a group 
discussion of how through drawing the natural world 
one can glean scientific information, poetic expression, 
increase curiosity and inspire innovations. At a time 
when our culture is immersed in mediated experiences 
and knowledge based approaches, this exercise rekindles 
an intimate discovery of the complexity and order of 
the natural world. Presenter: Bethann Moran-Handzlik, 
University of Wisconsin–Whitewater

Cultivating, Enabling, and Supporting  
Leopoldian Land Stewards 
2:00–4:00pm, Room A-238
One of the goals of the Point Blue Conservation 
Science’s Rangeland Watershed Initiative is to cultivate 
“Leopoldian Land Stewards” on the ranches they 
manage and operate. This workshop will invite attendees 
to discover and contribute to a list of Leopoldian Land 
Stewardship attributes, whether their individual traits 
or how to identify stewardship attributes of others. 
In addition, we will explore techniques to cultivate, 
enhance, and enable those stewardship qualities when 
thinking about or actively engaging the land ethic. 
Presenters: Wendell Gilgert and Geoff Geupel, Point Blue 
Conservation Science

Creating a Community Outdoor Education Project 
2:00–4:00pm, Room A-218
See description in 11:00am–1:00pm time block. 
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Directions to Ho-Chunk Gaming (S3214 Co Hwy BD) from UW-Baraboo/Sauk County (10 minute drive): Turn right onto Connie Rd/
Fox Hill Rd. After 3 miles, turn left onto N Reedsburg Rd. Ho-Chunk Gaming will be on your left. Follow signs for the convention center. 

5:00pm–6:30pm 
Banquet Dinner–Ho-Chunk Gaming Wisconsin Dells 
 

Join your fellow conference attendees in the Lower Dells Ballroom for a cash bar beginning at 5:00pm, with 
a plated dinner served promptly at 5:30pm. The winner of the Leopold Pines Edition of A Sand County 
Almanac (see page 14) will be announced! 

7:00pm–9:00pm 
Survivorman Les Stroud Live–Ho-Chunk Gaming Wisconsin Dells

The evening will conclude with a special performance in the Upper Dells 
Ballroom by Les Stroud, who will share his original compositions as well as 
stories from his experiences living the land ethic as Survivorman. Les will be 
available for a meet-and-greet after the show. This event is open to the public as 
a fundraiser for the Aldo Leopold Foundation. 

Keynote Presenter: Les Stroud 
See page 4 for more information. 
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“There are some who can live without wild  
things and some who cannot.” 

–Aldo Leopold 
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8:00am–8:30am
Registration Table Open–R.G. Brown Theatre Lobby 

8:30am–10:00am 
Bridging the Urban–Rural Divide: a Conversation, Continued–R.G. Brown Theatre

Aldo Leopold warned of the “spiritual danger” that comes with “supposing 
that breakfast comes from the grocery.” Food provides great opportunities 
to strengthen the relationships between our urban and rural communities. 
Curt Meine will open the session by reviewing Aldo Leopold’s work and 
words on food, agriculture, and the land ethic. Mary Berry will discuss how 
the Berry Center in Kentucky is working to support farmers and healthy 
regional economies. Michael Howard will describe how Eden Place in Chicago 
established green community space and enhances community health and 
well-being through education. Jay Salinas will share the Wormfarm Institute’s 
efforts to connect culture and agriculture through the arts along the urban–
rural continuum. Curt Meine will moderate a follow-up group discussion.

 
Panelists: Mary Berry, Michael Howard, Jay Salinas 
Moderator: Curt Meine
See page 6 for more information. 

10:30am–12:15pm
Concurrent Session Presentations–Aural M. Umhoefer Building 
All concurrent session presentations begin at 10:30am. End times vary with the type of session. Presentation 
descriptions can be found on the following pages. Ninety-minute hands-on presentations are listed first, followed 
by traditional 45-minute presentations and bright spots. See page 9 for presentation types and tracks. 
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10:30–10:45 10:45–11:00 11:00–11:15 11:15–11:30 11:30–11:45 11:45–12:00 12:00–12:15

Aldo Leopold, Master Storyteller
Room A-130

Field Sketches and Naturalist Journals
Room A-238

Going Barefoot: Dialogue in Practice (Part 2)
Room A-127

Make America Beautiful Again
Room A-218

Aldo Leopold and the 
Roots of the Land Ethic

Room A-167

Code of the West: Cowboy Ethics
Room A-255

Farmland to City Parks, Evolution of a 
Personal Land Ethic

Room A-254

The Ecology of the Sky: A Source for 
“Unspoiled Wilderness” in the Rio Gavilan

Room A-167

A Fireside Chat with Aldo Leopold:  
Lighting the Land Ethic Torch

Room A-241

Landscaping for Wildlife as a Tool for 
Teaching About Ecosystems 

Room A-169

Napoleon, the Crow, and Wash Basin  
Baptisms: Water Adventures with the Leopolds

Room A-169

Prairie Gardening with Kids: Planting Roots 
and Seeds for the Future

Room A-241

Sustainability as if Land Matters: An Alternate 
Perspective on EE in the Arab Middle East

Room A-255

Writing Our Food: Participatory Plant 
Breeding and a New Wisconsin Cuisine 

Room A-254

Bright Spot Presentations 
Room A-253

1. Hope in Place: Leopold’s Land Ethic 
and Faith Communities 

2. Educating Communities through 
Conservation Awareness & Stewardship  

3. Living the Land Ethic in Kansas

Bright Spot Presentations 
Room A-253

1. Draft Animal Power: Setting the Scale 
of the Land Ethic 

2. LeoBOLD–the Need for Bold 
Conservation Ideas 

3. What Happened to the Land Ethic? 



Hands-on Presentations 
(10:30am–12:00pm) 

Aldo Leopold, Master Storyteller
10:30am–12:00pm, Room A-130
You have the evidence, now learn how to tell the story 
so that people will be moved. This session explores 
how Aldo Leopold used the art of storytelling to evoke 
feelings in ways that presenting facts cannot do, and 
how you can do the same! Come prepared for group 
participation. Presenters: Jim Pfitzer, A Standard of Change

Field Sketches and Naturalist Journals
10:30am–12:00pm, Room A-238
This workshop explores the history of natural history 
journals from Thoreau’s time to the present and how 
historic journals can offer a wealth of data to those 
studying environmental change. Explore how field 
sketching can be used to enhance Leopold Education 
Project activities and how to facilitate stress-free field 
art activities. Bring your field journal if you have one 
to share!  Presenters: Peggy Eppig, Maryland Agricultural 
Education Foundation

Going Barefoot: Dialogue in Practice (Part 2)
10:30am–12:00pm, Room A-127
This hands-on session will provide centerpiece prompts 
to frame a group dialogue at the intersection of land 
experiences and human story. Each participant, working 
from their own affections for place over a lifetime of 
observations, is invited to explore what land ethics has 
to do with divisions between and among urban and 
rural communities, different races, classes, religions, 
and more. While this session is the second of a two-
part series, conference attendees can participate in the 
dialogue without having attended the first session. 
Presenter: David Dorsey, Oberlin College

Make America Beautiful Again 
10:30am–12:00pm, Room A-218
John de Graaf and Curt Meine will advocate healing 
our urban/rural divide with a “Make America Beautiful 
Again” national restoration and revitalization campaign 
based on Leopold’s, David Brower’s, and John Muir’s 
ideas, and will lead a “think big” brainstorming of ways 
to develop, promote, and fund the campaign. Presenters: 
John de Graaf, Take Back Your Time; Curt Meine, Aldo 
Leopold Foundation 

Traditional Presentations  
(10:30–11:15am)

Aldo Leopold and the Roots of the Land Ethic
10:30–11:15am, Room A-167
Leopold’s ‘esthetics and ethics’ approach to community 
grew from his childhood discoveries in natural areas and 
from his extraordinary family’s interest in connecting 
nature to the humanities through the arts and literature. 
This grounding in landscape perception set his pattern 
for life and can serve as a model for today. Presenter: 
Steve Brower, Leopold Landscape Alliance 

Farmland to City Parks, Evolution  
of a Personal Land Ethic
10:30–11:15am, Room A-254
Come learn about the land ethic as seen through 
the eyes of a rural land manager in northern Illinois 
who transitioned into becoming the land manager of 
Wisconsin’s largest urban natural areas program. We’ll 
explore decades of conservation across 20,000 acres, 
seen from rural and urban perspectives. How are they 
that different? Presenter: Brian Russart, Milwaukee 
County Parks

A Fireside Chat with Aldo Leopold:  
Lighting the Land Ethic Torch
10:30–11:15am, Room A-241
Join us as we walk back in time to see into our future. A 
blue ribbon quote nature hike will lead us to a campfire 
where we will discuss with Aldo Leopold how his essays 
are as pertinent today as they were when first published. 
What would Aldo say? Presenter: Curt Carter, Land for 
Learning Institute

Napoleon, the Crow, and Wash Basin Baptisms: 
Water Adventures with the Leopolds
10:30–11:15am, Room A-169
Aldo Leopold’s granddaughter Trish Stevenson will 
share water stories and experiences from her childhood 
at the Shack. Her partner Gordon will talk about 
contemporary Wisconsin water quality problems and 
the relevance of Leopold’s work toward their solutions. 
Presenters: Trish and Gordon Stevenson, Leopold Family 
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Sustainability as if Land Matters: An Alternative 
Perspective on EE in the Arab Middle East
10:30–11:15am, Room A-255
Sustainability as if land matters looks at the disparity 
between the factors exacerbating the effects of climate 
change and the efforts for protecting the environment in 
the Middle East, arguing for adopting a modified land 
community perspective to inform sustainability efforts 
and conservation education in the region. Presenter: 
Ahmad Sultan 

Bright Spots (10:30–11:15am)
Room A-253

1. Hope in Place: Leopold’s Land Ethic  
and Faith Communities
The Methodist Theological School in Ohio has a 
ten acre farm, geothermal, and solar as initiatives to 
extend our relationship with our land community. 
This presentation explores the changes on our campus 
and ways that faith communities are participating in 
extending the land ethic in their own contexts. Presenter: 
Tim Van Meter, Methodist Theological School in Ohio

2. Educating Communities through  
Conservation Awareness and Stewardship
ConserVANtion is a non-profit, striving to get people 
outdoors, working hard and building a sense of 
community to establish a connection with local lands. 
Our mission is to create an educational environment 
to enhance awareness of conservation, science, and 
stewardship. Our recent prairie restoration event 
accomplished these goals, instilling a lasting love for 
the lands which we seek to protect. Presenter: Mercedes 
Siegle-Gaither, Mississippi State University 

3. Living the Land Ethic in Kansas:  
A 2017 Symposium Summary
At the Dyck Arboretum of the Plains Spring 2017 
Living the Land Ethic in Kansas Symposium, natural 
resource experts, seasoned practitioners, educators, 
and visionaries told their stories. Current and future 
prairie stewards are practicing Leopold’s sustainable 
land management ideals in the heartland. Enjoy a 
brief synopsis of that day. Presenter: Brad Guhr, Dyck 
Arboretum of the Plains

Traditional Presentations 
(11:30am–12:15pm)

Code of the West: Cowboy Ethics
11:30am–12:15pm, Room A-255
Ethics are all sorts are based on right and wrong, just 
like Leopold’s Land Ethic. The Cowboy Ethic is a lesson 
we should also learn during these times of the urban 
and rural divide. Residents who come together often 
have more success than those who go it alone. Presenter: 
Rob Hawk, North Carolina State Extension 

The Ecology of the Sky: A Source for “Unspoiled 
Wilderness” in the Rio Gavilan Watershed
11:30am–12:15pm, Room A-167
Leopold’s particular interest in Mexico’s Sierra Madre 
Occidental, the Rio Gavilan watershed, stemmed from 
the fact that “here was a biota still in perfect aboriginal 
health.” As a source for land health in the region, 
we will draw from research on desert dust and cloud 
interactions. In the case of the Sierra Madre Occidental, 
desert dust is transported from the Gobi desert in Asia. 
Presenters: Cemal Saydam and Ufuk Ozdag, Hacettepe 
University of Turkey

Landscaping for Wildlife as a Tool  
for Teaching About Ecosystems
11:30am–12:15pm, Room A-169
This presentation will explore a landscaping project on 
a community college campus in Northern Minnesota. 
Using ecological principles, we illustrated to students, 
faculty and the public how to meet the needs of wildlife 
in your yard and woodlot. We also discuss handling 
disturbances like oil spills and severe wind events. 
Presenter: Harry Hutchins, Itasca Community College

Prairie Gardening with Kids: Planting  
Roots and Seeds for the Future
11:30am–12:15pm, Room A-241
Kids benefit from knowing and interacting with their 
natural environment. The Earth Partnership for Schools 
Program has been engaging K–12 teachers/students in 
Kansas for a decade. Learn why this innovative program 
of restoring prairie gardens on school grounds can be so 
engaging, educational, and fun. Presenter: Brad Guhr, 
Dyck Arboretum of the Plains
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2. LeoBOLD–the Need for 
Bold Conservation Ideas
In this age of serious environmental peril, drastic 
measures and innovative solutions must be embraced 
in order to sustain and improve our world. Come learn 
about bold conservation ideas and projects that could 
be applied in the Milwaukee River watershed. Presenter: 
Melissa Flores, Conservationist 

3. What Happened to the Land Ethic?
Aldo Leopold developed a moral understanding of the 
intimate and ever dynamic existence of land. In order to 
maintain what Leopold defines as harmony with land, 
humans must maintain an ethical relationship as well as 
an ecological conservation mindset within our role as a 
biotic member of the land community.  Presenter: Greg 
Keilback, Forest Preserves Of Winnebago County

Writing Our Food: Participatory Plant  
Breeding and a New Wisconsin Cuisine
11:30am–12:15pm, Room A-254
Participatory plant breeding (PPB) projects seek to 
create cultivars that serve the unique needs of a region’s 
farmers, the particular tastes of its consumers, and 
the specific requirements of its land. Come learn how 
PPB works and (literally) see the seeds of a new project 
that is engaging Wisconsin farmers and consumers 
in creating uniquely colored, distinctively flavored 
beet cultivars. Presenter: Solveig Hanson, University of 
Wisconsin - Madison 

Bright Spots (11:30am–12:15pm)
Room A-253

1. Draft Animal Power: Setting  
the Scale of the Land Ethic
The technology we use influences our habits of mind 
and relation to the land. We will consider how a 
particular technology, draft animal power, predisposes 
our thoughts and actions to occur at the scale and pace 
of the land. Presenter: Noah Anderson, University of 
Wisconsin - Baraboo/Sauk County

The Land Ethic - Toward Common Ground 

2:00pm–4:00pm 
Conference Closing–R.G. Brown Theatre

The conference will conclude with our final keynote address from Peter 
Forbes, followed by a brief musical interlude by Samson Funmaker of the 
Ho-Chunk Nation. Peter Forbes will then end the program with a unique 
spoken word poetry experience that weaves together concepts shared by 
participants and speakers over the course of the conference.  

Keynote Speaker: Peter Forbes
See page 4 for more information. 

Sauk County UW Extension Arts & Culture Committee Wisconsin Arts Board grant,  
with funds from the State of Wisconsin and the National Endowment for the Arts

Racine Chapter of Pheasants Forever through the Wisconsin Leopold Education Project

Individual support from Estella Leopold, Susan Flader, and Lynn Leopold
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Thank you to our conference sponsors! 



“The land ethic simply enlarges the boundaries of the  
community to include soils, waters, plants, and  

animals, or collectively: the land.”
–Aldo Leopold 


