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ELIGIBILITY: All students enrolled in grades 9-12 in public, private, and home schools in the state of  Wisconsin 
are eligible. Students must submit original work. One entry per person.
 
FORMAT: All essays must be 500 words or less and submitted online. Entries will be judged in two categories: 9th-
10th grade and 11th-12th grade.  
 
AWARDS: The top 3 essayists in the 9th-10th grade category will each be awarded $300 and the top 3 essayists in 
the 11th-12th grade category will each be awarded $500. In addition, winners will be invited to attend an award 
ceremony, luncheon, and tour of the Aldo Leopold Shack and Farm at the Aldo Leopold Legacy Center in Baraboo, 
Wisconsin on Saturday, May 20, 2017.
 
TO ENTER: A link to the submission site will be available at www.aldoleopold.org. In addition to the essay, entries 
must include personal contact information, email address, and school and teacher information (if applicable).  
 
DEADLINE: All entries must be submitted electronically by March 17, 2017. 
 

 
 

“That land is a community is the basic concept of ecology, but that land is to be 
loved and respected is an extension of ethics.”   - Aldo Leopold  

 

For more information please visit: www.aldoleopold.org or email writingcontest@aldoleopold.org

Sponsored by: 

Aldo Leopold is best known for writing A Sand County Almanac (1949) in which he articulates his call for a land 
ethic, a vision for how people should “see land as a community to which we belong” and learn to “live on a piece 
of land without spoiling it.” As a work of great literature, it powerfully reshapes our understanding of humanity’s 
relationship between people and land. The Wisconsin Aldo Leopold Writing Contest uses Leopold’s ideas as a 
catalyst to inspire the next generation of students to participate in the evolution of the land ethic through the 
written word. Participants are also encouraged to become involved with a local Leopold Weekend celebration, 
happening throughout Wisconsin from March 3rd to March 5th, 2017. Details can be found at www.aldoleopold.
org. 

Aldo Leopold Writing Contest
PRESENTED BY:

Tell us the story of a local leader who exemplifies Leopold’s land ethic.   

2017 WRITING CONTEST PROMPT: 

You may interpret “local” to mean as nearby as your own neighborhood or as broad as the Midwest region of the 
United States. To be successful, you will need to read and understand the “The Land Ethic” essay in A Sand County 
Almanac and convey that understanding in your writing. Participants are also encouraged to explore other writings 
by Aldo Leopold as part of your preparation.  Visit www.aldoleopold.org for more information. 


